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TERRORISM ON EARm

-Michael Leyden
When people think of tenorism, they
usually think. of an airplane hijacldng, a
mastaminded criminal, or a Bruce Willis
movie. Very few people think of terrorism
as something done to Earth. The fact Is that
environmental terrorism, although indirectly
connected to human life, can be more
dangerous and severe for the human nee
than an airport takeover.
Acts of environmental terrorism have
tremendous power especially with the
present technology. Such acts include
starting earthquakes by using explosives
along fault lines, making boles in the owne
layer, and bombing nuclear power plants.
Saddam Hussein's unleashing of 80 million
barrels of oil into the Persian Gulf and
consequent burning of 600 oil wells in
Kuwait, which spread .toxic smoke more
than 1,000 miles is one of the world's worst
cases of ecological terrorism. These are
some of the modern strategies. However,
environmental terrorism is not just a modem
occurrence. When the Romans defeated
Carthage, they sowed salt onto the soil to
hinder crop growth. The medieval annies
poisoned their enemies drinking water by
dumping the carcasses of dead animals in
their water supply. In World War D, the
Japanese bombed dams along China's
Yellow River, resulting in numerous floods.
The list goes on and on and unfortunately
stlU goes on.
The designation of the lcnn terrorism is
often argued. Some feel that any attack on
the Earth is an act of terrorism. Others
believe that incidental damage to the world
in the course of strategy with military
justification is not terrorist activity. Whether
these acts are termed terrorism or not isn ' I
the important issue. The important issue is ,
to prevent any further acts of terrorism on
our own Mother Earth.
Compiled from International Wildlife
July/Aug '91

DESTRUCTION OF A LIFE FORCE:
TilE COLORADO RIVER

-Erika Gasper
Before Neanderthals existed, before our
ancestors ran on two feet, in fact, before the
lines of chimpanzees and hominids split in
the history of evolution, the Colorado River
had already began cutting its course through
what is now the American Southwest. She
has been shaping and molding the earth
there for 5 to 6 million years: beginning in
the western Rockies of Colorado, becoming
deep and powerful on the peaks of eastern
Utah and racing to the shore where she
surged into the Gulf of California. Yet if
took only 500 years for modem humans to
destroy her. Today, the Colorado River
doesn't even make it to the sea anymore.
Tamed by a system of dams and reseJVoirs,
its water diverted to farmland and growing
cities, the last of the Colorado fizzles into a
trickle and evaporates in the heat of the
Mexican desen.
American Rivers- a
Washington based conservation group- has
named the Colorado as the most endangered
river of 1991.
The two major sources of the Colorado's
problems are the overuse of its water and
the system of major darns which controls its
flow and generates hydroelectric power for
the West. A 1922 agreement called the
Colorado River Compact divided the river" s
water among Utah, Wyoming, Colorado,
New Mexico, California, Arizona and
Nevada.
A 1944 treaty guaranteed
additional water to Mexico. Unfonunately,
the Colorado·s output was gross! y
overestimated. The river has been flowing
2 million acre-feet under the amount of
water that is being divided among the
region. The prolonged drought in the
Southwest, now in its fifth year, has caused
the present flow to be almost 6 million acrefeet less: Debates in the West between
states and communities are inevitably going
to become fierce. They must decide who is
continued on p.2
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entitled to what water when there Is clearly
not enough to ~craround.
The strain between agricultural
communities and growing urban areas has
become great. Agriculture receives some
80% of the Colorado's allocated yield.
They have also been accused of engaging in
wasteful practices such as the flooding of
fields as a method of irrigation. On the
other hand, some ra'n chers have sold some
or all of tlleir water to parched urban areasa practice which could cause many farming
communities to dry up an vanish. Growing
population In urban areas lias not helped the
water shortage situation. Highly urbanized
areas like Southern California have been
taking surplus water from the less populated
states to met their own high demands, but it
is feared that they may try to continue to use
that water when those other states begin to
need it. For some, it is a matter of keeping
herds from going thirsty; for others It is a
matter of hot tubs filled and cars washed.
While waste In both communities must be
eliminated, priorities must also be
considered.
Utilities are also proving to be a major
hazard to the Colorado. Ten huge dams
were built along the river, mostly during the
30s and 40s.
Though they produce
relatively cheap hydroelectricity and large
profits, their benefits are being outweighed
by their destructive side effects. Any dams
on such large scale inevitably produce
environmental
problems,
but
mismanagement only makes things worse.
Operations at the Glen Canyon Dam in
Arizona have been under long dispute. The
Western Area Power Administration releases
huge amounts of water through giant
turbines to meet peak power demands in
growing urban areas like Phoenix. These
surges of water create artificial tides that
cause severe erosion along the river's banks.
They also damage breeding grounds for fish
and waterfowl.

However these problems are worked out,
the very life of the Colorado River must be
considered with the utmost importance. Not
just another endangered species, she bas
provided the very substance of life for
creatures of the region for 6 million years.
Humans must not continue to look with
tunnel vision at the river's water and power
supply. The people of the West, and indeed
all of America and Mex.ico, must address
our own problems:
overpopulation,
urbanization, harmful agricultural practices
and the search for ecologically safe and
economical energy production. It is only by
solving these problems that the Colorado
will be saved and the means to preserve our
environment will be realized.
Compiled from Time Magazine, July 22,
1991.

'
"If you saved up all the unwanted paper you'll receive in
the mail this year, you'd have
the equivalent of 1-l/2 trees.
And so would each of your
neighbors. And that adds up
to about 100 million trees .
every year."
-50 Simple Things You Can Do
To Save The Earth
To stop your name from being
given to most large mailing
list companies write to:
Mail Preference Service
Direct Marketing Association
11 West 42nd Street
P 0 Box 3B6T

New York, NY 10163-3861
RECYCLE THE JUNK MAIL YOU
DO GET!
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THE ENVIRONMENTAL PRESIDENT:
&EQRGE BUSH????

-Jay Quennin
"Those who think we're powerless to do
anything about the greenhouse effect are
forgetting about the White House effect.••.
In my first year in office, I will convene a
global conference on the environment at the
White House.... We will talk about global
warming. We will talk about acid rain. We
will Wk about saving our oceans..•. And we
will act. •
-George Bush campaigning in
1988
An international env.ironmental oonference
at the White House?? As you may have
guessed, no such conference has ever taken
place. However, the United States has
attended various international environmental
conferences over the past three years. With
the help of the Soviet Union and Japan, the
United States has successfully blocked
international moves to restrict carbondioxide emissions. So much for the
environmental president.
Our President has a chance to redeem
himself at the United Nation's sponsored
Earth Summit being held in Rio de Janeiro
on , June 1-12. Delegates from 166 UN
member nations and at least 7() heads of
state will be in attendance. The goal of this
Earth Summit is to establish environmental
guidelines which each attending nation can
introduce into their respective domestic
agenda. Two proposals which organizers
hope to pass are the Earth Charter and
Agenda 21. The Earth Charter declares that
it is the responsibility of all nations to
protect the Earth•s ecosystem and calls for
more environmentally sound forms of
economic growth. Agenda 21 is intended to
set out rules of economic and environmental
oonduct for the nations of the world in the
21" century.
Environmentalists hope that the
international community at the Earth Summit

will work to stabilize the emission of gasses
that cause the greenhouse effect. In
preliminary talks, again the United Stated
has refused to consider specific targets and
timetables for stabilizing such emissions. Is
this position only a bargaining chip? Will
the United States support international
environmental protection and become ahe
hero of the Summit? Will Qe()rge Bush
fulfill his campaign promise? Or will he
bzUk yet another promise?
The Earth Summit is an historic
opportunity for the world to unite to
preserve our planet. In order for this to
occur, George Bush must push the proposals
forward rather than work to defeat them. It
will be interesting to see what is accomplish
during the conference. Watch the new.s in
June to find out what happens.
Compiled from Mother Jones Apr/May '90
and World Press Reyie!Y Men '92

DID YOU KNOW THAT:
•Recycling on ton of paper saves: 41001.:wh
energy (enough to power the average home
for 6 months), 17 trees, 7000 gallons of
water, 3 cubic yards of landfill space, and
keeps almost 60lbs. of air pollution effluent
out of the air.
*Recycling one glass bottle saves enough
energy to keep a 100 watt light bulb
burning for 4 hours.
*Recycling one aluminum can could operate
a tv set for 3 hours.
"An average student uses 112 lb. of
recyclable paper a day.
*An energy efficient 15 watt light bulb has
a life expectancy of 9000 hours, lasts up to
9 times as long as a oonventional light bulb
and uses a quarter of the energy to produce
tlle same amount of light.
*AI 8 cents a kilowatt hour, the national
average for electricity today, a 15 watt bulb
will save over $30 worth of electricity over
its lifetime.
·
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-Dr. Dorsett
We've got ourselves into a fine pickle.
As if live wasn't confusing enough, we've gone to both extremes at once in terms of ozone:
There's too much ozone. And there's too little.
Can't find a happy medium, mankind. Can't seem to strike the balance.
Of course, we might congratulate ourselves on trying to fix the one problem, ozone
depletion, by producing some extra. But we can't even give ourselves credit for forethought and
planning. We weren't even trying to do the right thing.
You see, the problem is distribution: there's too much ozone at street level. In the cities.
Down where we breathe.
And there's too little ozone in the atmosphere, ten to fifteen miles up.
Street-level ozone comes out of tailpipes, along with other nasties, and it's bad for lungs.
Breathe too much ozone, and you eat away the lining of your airways and get emphysema, or
chronic bronchitis, and then you can't breathe. It takes years of exposure, and it's not nearly as
common a cause of lung disease as cigarettes. But it takes its toll.
Up in the stratosphere, those same little ozone molecules block ultraviolet light. They're our
friends, up there. Without them, earth would be mighty inhospitable. Our Mister Sun would
blister the thin veneer we call the "biosphere," where we and the 5 or 30 million other species
live.
Of course, we tend to think in human terms: without ozone, we humans would suffer more
sunburn and sldn cancer. And we'd get more cataracts. ("Wear sunglasses, and daub on your
sunscreen," says President Bush.) But that's not the half of it.
Green plants don't like ultraviolet light. In fact, UV tends to shut down photosynthesis.
Algae and com and trees and grasses and crocuses tend to wither and die.
(And, come to think of it, that affects you and me, too. We eat those plants, and the grajns
they produce, and the hamburger from the cow that ate the grass.)
News item: primary production in the ocean waters off the Antarctic ice shelf dropped six
to twelve percent in the Antarctic spring, 1990. That is near-surface algae had shut down, killed
off by ultraviolet light beaming through the Antarctic ozone hole.
It can happen here, too, in the good ol' U.S. of A.
Strange how all these things are related.
So, what to do?
It's CFC's (chlorofluorocarbons) that eat the ozone. We individuals use them primarily as
refrigerants (e.g. freon). That's what cools the air that comes out of your air· conditioner, and
that's what cools the orange juice in your refrigerator.
If you care about life on earth, make sure your freon pipes don't leak··have them checked.
And don't throw out an old "fridge or air conditioner without having the freon drained and
recycled.
And read the labels on spray cans·- avoid those with CFC propellants (e.g. "CFC 11" or
"CFC 12"}.
If we were clever, we might figure out a way to pump ground level ozone up into the
stratosphere. Solve both problems.
But folks who think about such things say it can't be done.
So we'll just have to 'fess up and change our ground level behavior. Drive less.
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WHAT IS THE BODY SHQP?

-Alysorr .Molloy
The latest British invader is not a rock
group, but an environmentally conscious
cosmetics retailer. The Body Shop began in
England in 1976 by Anita Roddick whose
philosophy is to give the public straight
forward hair and skin care products with

simple packaging and no hype.

Roddick

expanded to the United States in 1988, to

join with the other 38 countries around the
world where Body Shop's are located.
The Body Shop approach is different from
that of the mainstream cosmetics industry.
They follow the route of health and wellbeing, zather than selling fantasies of
'beauty'. There are no visions of ideali ztil
beauty found anywhere in their stores.
The Body Shop has a strong commitment
to the environment. Vegetable zather that
animal ingredients arc used in the products,
wherever possible. The Body Shop is
against animal testing in the cosmetics
industry. "We believe that animals should
not suffer from our vanity. II is neither
right, necessary, nor scientifically accurate
to test skin and hair care products on
animals. • (Against Animal Testing, 1991)
The Body Shop opts to use products that
have been used for millions of years, such
as aloe and coooa butter, wherever possible,
in order to avoid the need for testing on
animals.
The Body Shop believes in the power of
recycling as well. A refill bar is offered to
Body Shop customers, to encourage reuse of
many containers. Customers receive a 25
cent discount when a bottle is refilled and
also receive a S cent discount when bottles
and bags are returned for recycling. The
Body Shop does not use any excess
packaging.
The Body Shop Is in conjunction with
many environmental organizations around
the work, including Greenpeace. Every
Body Shop is required to have a community

project, and employees are paid to work an
hour a week at their project. Roddick's
success is based on Ibis commitment to
humanity. She has been quoted, "If all we
care about is maldng money, how boring.
At the end of the year, we should ask
ourselves, 'What have we given back to the
world?'"
Due to this philosophy, the Body Shop
does not advertise. Th.e best way to learn
more about the Body Shop and its products
is to stop by one of the stores. Our local
Body Shop is located at the Emerald Square
Mall in North Attleboro, Mass. The Body
Shop employees are trained to educate their
customer$, not to force sales, so you c:an
stop in, browse around, and learn more
about this truly cxtnordinary organization.

YOU ARE WHAT YOU EAT.••
Veal calves are tom from their mothers at
birth, chained by the neck in tiny crates
without bedding or light, unable to tum
around or stretch , and forced to stand or lie
for 16 weeks on wood slats covered with
their excrement. They are force-fed a
synthetic liquid diet that is deliberately
deficient in iron and fiber to mainlain the
pale flesh color, and laced wiUt antibiotics,
in a vain attempt to prevent the chronic
diarrhea and respiratory disorders that kill
up to 20 percent of the animals before
slaughter.
-Citizens to End Animal Suffering and
Exploitation.
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T-SHIRTS WILL BE SOLD THROUGHOUT THE WEEK
Monday, April 6 :

NEW EDITION OF WHAT ON EARTH...
VOLUNTEER SERVICES FOR ANIMALS PETITION
in Slavin

Tuesday, April 7:

RECYCLING INFORMATION TABLE
in Slavin

CAREER PANEL
in Moore Hall 1 at 7 prn

GENERAL MEETING
elections, 3 prn, location TBA

Wednesday, April 8: EARTH AWARENESS FAIR
in '64 Hall

Thursday, April 9: POLITICAL PETITION
in Slavin

